Marine Ventures
International
Protected Species Observation
Current legislation and best practices require implementation of speciﬁc monitoring and mitigative measures to minimize impacts to marine mammals and sea turtles, as well as
other protected species. MVI oﬀers protected species monitoring during geotechnical investigations, geological and
geophysical (G&G) surveys, seismic exploration and various
marine construction projects, including oﬀshore windfarm
construction operations, oil and gas operations, dredging,
underwater construction, blasting, pile driving, and beach
nourishment projects. MVI has deployed consultants in the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, the
northern and southern Atlantic, the Mediterranean Sea and the northern Paciﬁc.
MVI's international pool of observers and operators are trained and certiﬁed in oﬀshore safety/survival and are medically cleared for oﬀshore work and are authorized under the guidelines and requirements of regulatory agencies around the world. MVI provides qualiﬁed and experienced observers to
meet the mandates set forth by permit conditions and licensing requirements of BOEM, NMFS, and
other state, national and international agencies for mitigating impacts to marine protected species
during operations.
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Protected Species Observation
Our team of Protected Species Observers (PSO) are
experienced in the monitoring and mitigation for
protected species in support of seismic operations,
oﬀshore wind and marine construction projects. Our
trained and certiﬁed PSOs are Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM)/Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement (BSEE)-compliant and
are NMFS-approved for geophysical and geological
(G&G) survey operations. Our PSOs are proﬁcient in
the monitoring and mitigation for protected species
according to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management Notice-to-Lessee (BOEM NTL) 2016-G02. Our
PSOs are available worldwide and many of our PSOs
are cross-trained as JNCC MMOs and Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) Operators.
Marine Mammal Observation
Our team of Marine Mammal Observers (MMO) are
experienced in the monitoring and mitigation for
marine mammals and other protected species in
support of seismic operations, oﬀshore wind and
marine construction projects. Our trained and
certiﬁed MMOs are Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC)-compliant. Many of our MMOs have
additional MMO/PAM training based on regional
environmental regulations (e.g. DOC, ACCOBAMS,
NPWS, Fisheries and Oceans Canada). Our MMOs
are available worldwide and many of our MMOs are
cross-trained as BOEM/BSEE PSOs and Passive
Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) Operators.
Marine Fauna Observation
Our team of Marine Fauna Observers (MFO) are
trained as BOEM/BSEE PSOs and/or JNCC MMOs.
The MFO-designation is typically used in the Caribbean and other regions for observers monitoring and
mitigating for protected species in support of marine
operations. Many of our MFOs are cross-trained as
PAM Operators.
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Passive Acoustic Monitoring System Installation, Deployment and Operation
Our Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) Operators
are formally trained, certiﬁed and experienced in
acoustic monitoring and mitigation for protected
species in support of seismic operations, oﬀshore
wind and marine construction projects. MVI has a
pool of PAM Operators, both in the U.S. and internationally, and many of our PAM Operators are
cross-trained as BOEM/BSEE PSOs and JNCC MMOs.
Our PAM Operators are trained and knowledgeable
in the installation, calibration, operation and maintenance of PAM equipment. Our PAM Operators are
proﬁcient in the operation of various types of PAM
equipment (e.g. MSEIS, Seiche, QuietSea, Vanishing
Point) and are trained to utilize PAMGuard software.
MVI currently stores redundant MSEIS Night Hawk III
PAM systems and has a team of professionals to
conduct maintenance service and test the equipment. The on-site availability of PAM equipment
reduces shipping costs and allows for a faster mobilization to project sites worldwide.
Active Acoustic Deterrent Device Deployment
and Operation
Select individuals of our team are experienced in the
deployment and operation of acoustic deterrent
devices (ADD). Our ADD Operators are also
cross-trained as MMOs and/or PAM Operators to
ensure compliance with all environmental requirements. The ADDs we provide emit random bursts of
audio frequency signals to deter porpoises and
dolphins at a distance of up to 1.5 kilometers. The
ADD system consists of a deck control unit (pulse
generator and ampliﬁer) and transducer, with a
transducer cable of adequate length. Acoustic
deterrence of marine mammals is a requirement for
marine operations in some environmentally sensitive
areas.
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Endangered Species Observation

Turbidity Monitoring

Our team of PSOs includes observers designated as
Marine Endangered Species Observers (MESO) or
Endangered Species Observers (ESO). These observers are specialized in the monitoring and mitigation
for endangered and threatened species in support
of dredging, dredge disposal, underwater construction, pile driving, blasting, and/or hydro/wind/LNG/nuclear power operations. These individuals are
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)-approved
observers and possess the qualiﬁcations for project-based approval by environmental regulatory
agencies. Many of our MESOs, or Endangered
Species Observers (ESO), are also Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM)/NMFS-approved
Protected Species Observers (PSO) and/or qualiﬁed
Marine Protected Species Observers (MPSO).

MVI utilizes experienced project engineers and ﬁeld
operations personnel to measure turbidity levels
associated with coastal dredging and shore protection (beach nourishment) projects. Turbidity is the
measurement of the scattering eﬀect that suspended solids have on the transmittance of light through
the water column. Values ﬂuctuate under normal
conditions, impacted by water ﬂow, rain events, and
other disturbances to the water body. Dredging and
sand deposition projects can cause localized changes in turbidity and monitoring is required by state
and federal oversight agencies. Using standard
portable turbidimeters and vertical point water
samplers, MVI collects water samples and analyzes
them at the speciﬁed frequencies and geographic
position relative to the dredging operation. Data
collected helps the regulatory agency and dredging
company adjust project eﬀorts to mitigate any
impacts associated with increased turbidity.

Shorebird Monitoring
Our team of Bird Monitors is trained, dedicated and
experienced in migratory/shorebird/seabird monitoring and nesting surveys. Our Bird Monitors have
proven shorebird identiﬁcation skills and avian
survey experience, along with demonstrated ability
to ﬁnd and/or identify bird species, nesting behavior,
eggs and nests, and habitat requirements. Our
Florida Bird Monitors are registered with the Florida
Shorebird Alliance and are proﬁcient in data collection and data entry into the Florida Shorebird Database (FSD). Our Bird Monitors possess the experience, education, references and qualiﬁcations for
project-based approval by environmental regulatory
agencies.
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Aerial Observation
Our Aerial Observers are able to fulﬁll aerial survey
requirements by monitoring and mitigating for
protected species during in-water construction
projects, marine events and other operations in
environmentally sensitive areas. Aerial Observers
possess the qualiﬁcations and experience for project-based approval by environmental regulatory
agencies. Our Aerial Observers have safety training
for aircraft, including water survival, underwater
egress and EBS. In addition, we have specialized
Aerial Observers who have conducted NOAA surveys
for north Atlantic right whales.
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Marine Ventures International, Inc. (MVI) is a registered Small Business founded in 2009 to provide
high quality, marine environmental and engineering services, and technical expertise to support a
wide range of marine projects worldwide. Our team oﬀers tailored solutions to address all your
operational and logistical needs from the coast to the open ocean.

ABOUT MVI

OUR SERVICES

MVI is a multifaceted marine services provider



Submarine Cable Services

working with a range of private sector and gov-



Technical & Ocean Engineering Services

ernment clients on international submarine ﬁber



Protected Species Observers

optic cable systems, ocean observing systems,



Marine Environmental Consulting

maritime engineering, ROV operations and



Government and Military Project Services

training, environmental consulting, marine



Subject Matter Expertise

mammal and protected species observation,
oﬀshore sampling operations, and the provision
of Subject Matter Experts to address marine
environmental and technical issues for clients in
these industries.
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